Transesophageal echocardiographic identification of an aortic root to right atrial fistula in a patient with acute streptococcal aortic valve bacterial endocarditis.
We describe the case of a patient with acute aortic valve endocarditis complicated by aortic insufficiency, perivalvular abscess, and aortic root to right atrial fistula caused by Streptococcus pneumoniae bacterial infective endocarditis. Although typically of low sensitivity for the diagnosis of myocardial abscess and similar complications of infective endocarditis, transthoracic echocardiogram successfully identified this relatively uncommon complication that was later confirmed by transesophageal echocardiography and at time of operation.